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Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee.

Rochdale Town Hall
Works have progressed at the Town Hall over the last few months with the Council 
Chamber refurbishment, allowing this fine room to be let to other users. Works to the bistro 
are also being undertaken in order to improve the customer experience and help bring 
even greater custom.

We hope to receive a decision on our Stage 1 application to Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) at 
the end of this month. A team of HLF assessors visited in February as part of the bid 
evaluation process. 

Rochdale Town Centre Public Realm 
The new paving works around the river reopening scheme are progressing well and 
completion is expected in May.  Designs for the new paving along Baillie Street and lower 
Yorkshire Street are being prepared. The scheme will improve the surfacing and install 
natural stone paving to match that used around the river re-opening to enhance the 
conservation area. The work is expected to start in Spring 2016. 

Moss St. Youth Centre
During the youth session at Moss Street Youth Centre, the young people explored a 
variety of topics related to personal safety and health.

During Breast Cancer awareness month, the group participated in information and 
awareness sessions to raise the importance of checking for signs of breast cancer, 
who does it affect and the support available for young people and people they know 
affected by cancer. They also explored the history behind Black History Month and 
wrote about their dreams if they could change anything back in time.

Sessions also took place where they took part in raising awareness on Human Rights. 
Young people explored on flip charts what they though their human rights were, and 
what the actual human rights were. This was a fun and engaging session and a 
session where young people reflected in their lives compared to other children around 
the world.

Community Safety
Community Safety Officers in the Rochdale Township have been working on a range of 
projects with partner agencies. A multi-agency approach has been used to address the 
continued problem of beggars in the Town Centre. Frequent Town Centre sweeps have 
been carried by the Town Centre Policing Team and Community Safety to identify the 
following;

 Hot spot locations
 Repeat offenders
 Identify any homelessness issues
 Issue anti-social behaviour warning letters
 Promote engagement with other agencies such and drugs and alcohol treatment

Carrying out the high visibility Town Centre sweeps offer public reassurance that the 
problem of begging and ASB in the Town Centre is being dealt with in a robust manner. 



Work tackling ASB in the private rented housing sector has continued with tenancy 
terminations, tenancy warning letters, landlord warnings and the fitting of CCTV to identify 
the perpetrators of ASB all taking place. Other issues that have been resolved within the 
Township include;

 Noise nuisance 
 Car parking issues
 Neighbour disputes

Working with young people that perpetrate ASB has also been a priority this quarter. Once 
the Case Intervention Group has identified the offenders then the Crime and ASB Officers 
carry out warning interviews along with Greater Manchester Police. This course of action 
usually has the desired effect in terms of altering the pattern of behaviour. 

Within the last quarter officers have received an intense package of training on the 
Council’s new Microsoft Dynamics CRM system. This is a new package that allows the 
Council to interact more efficiently with our customers allowing the call centre allocate jobs 
directly to the appropriate CRASBO. CRM also offers a full job monitoring system allowing 
Community Safety Staff to access records and identify pieces of work that have been 
carried out on a particular complaint. The system also monitors targets and schedules. 

Pub & Club Watch
Mark Foxley (Town Centre Management) was invited by Community Safety to attend the 
Pub & Club Watch on 26/01/16 to present the concept of Pub Watch On Line.  The scheme 
generated some interest and will be followed up to ensure Licensees have digested the 
information and made decisions on whether to join.  It provides more joined up 
communication between licensed premises which will deter perpetrators trying to move 
from one pub to another.

Street Lighting PFI
The street lighting replacement works in Rochdale are now nearing completion. There are 
still some columns within the town centre that have not yet been painted due to inclement 
weather over the winter months; however these are now being programmed to be 
undertaken as the weather improves. 

Highways
Townhead junction is now complete and fully open however following a series of accidents 
a right filter arrow is to be installed for the movement from Yorkshire Street to Whitworth 
Road. This is due to be complete in early April.

Works in the Bellfield, Entwistle Road and Molesworth Road areas are ongoing.

We intend to start improvement works on Lower Yorkshire Street and Baillie Street as soon 
as the river reopening works is complete in April /May this year.

The 2 year forward works programme will commence in April and updates will be given to 
Township at my regular meetings with Officers from the Highways and Engineering 
Service. 

I continue to meet with my fellow Highway Champions along with the Cabinet Member for 
Housing and Environment, to discuss highways issues across the Borough.

Rochdale Township Committee
Young people from the Youth Service gave members a presentation around their recent 
activities, and members considered reports in relation to a number of land disposals and 
the designation of the proposed Rooley Moor Neighbourhood Area and Forum.



Gulf War – 25 years on
I was proud to attend a service at Rochdale Cenotaph to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
Gulf War. Sapper R Royle and Fusilier C Cole were remembered during this very well 
attended and moving service.

Night Time Economy – Police Partnership Initiative
Myself and Cllr. Nickson recently attended the launch of the Police Partnership Initiative 
involving Greater Manchester Police, Police & Crime Commissioners office, drug and 
alcohol action team and Rochdale Town Centre Pub Watch Members. This project is a 
partnership response to start a multi-agency intervention team which will involve Police 
working together with drugs and alcohol services, street pastors, specials, the Local 
Authority and local businesses and pub watch members. The aim is to have a dedicated 
presence of Police and partners who will engage with the public in the Town Centre at 
night and steer people away from vulnerability, trouble and crime, and give advice 
regarding staying safe and also our local drugs and alcohol referral services using 
information materials which will be given out. 

Youth Mayor
Rochdale Township Committee supported a proposal for the development of the role of 
‘Youth Mayor’. This will now be discussed with members of the Youth Cabinet and 
consulted on with young people.

Feel Good Festival
I am pleased that that the Feel Good Festival is returning once again this year, this popular 
festival is a real boost to the Town Centre and the Borough as a whole.

Rochdale Township & Area Forums
The third quarter area forums took place between January and March, some of the issues 
raised were as follows:

Balderstone and Kirkholt Community Meeting 
Updates were given relating to a planning application for new developments on The Strand 
and Daventry Road. Some concerns were voiced with regard to large vehicles use of the 
highways during the construction period. There was also information about the possible 
expansion to the Queens Drive surgery to increase patient capacity following the 
development of the new housing stock.  There were also updates on Kirkholt Millions and 
the progress of the new skate park.

Bamford and Oakenrod Area Forum
Residents were consulted on draft guidelines and standards for Residential Development 
Supplementary Planning Document. The forum was given an update on drainage 
investigation work in the aftermath of the Boxing Day floods.

Brimrod, Marland and Sudden Area Forum
Residents discussed Half Acre Lane and contravention of the ‘No Entry’, and frequent 
occurrences of fly-tipping and litter. The Highways Forward Works Programme was also 
discussed in relation to specific request for highways maintenance.

Castleton Area Forum
Greater Manchester Police gave several ‘good news’ stories regarding crime figures and 
successful operations which were well received. The forums main concerns currently focus 
on the potential future use of the former Woolworth’s site and a detailed discussion took 
place. The former Library building has been purchased, this was met with much relief from 
residents who now look forward to the building returning to community use in the not too 
distant future.



Central Rochdale Area Forum
As the area was heavily affected by the Boxing Day Floods, the main focus for the recent 
meeting was flood recovery and awareness. Residents were encouraged to attend an 
event on 12th March when the community came together to clean up the river.

Healey Area Forum
A representative from the Community Lighting Partnership attended to respond to 
concerns about the levels of street lighting. Updates were given regarding a number of 
traffic/parking surveys in the area, along with details of planned works at Syke Pond. The 
Townhead Junction was also raised as a concern and members were informed of plans to 
amend the signals.

Kingsway Area Forum
Following reports of fly-tipping and offenders using shopping trolleys to transport their litter, 
it was reported that Morrisons had responded to a letter from the forum and that coin-
operated trolleys have now been re-introduced at the store. There was further discussion 
about poor lighting around the Witley Road Metrolink and the forum was informed that 
discussions are ongoing in a bid to find a solution. 

Milkstone & Deeplish Area Forum
The forum received a presentation from Healthwatch Rochdale, National Grid attended to 
inform with regard to the demolition of the gas holders, and updates were given in relation 
to the Waste Recycling Service.

Norden Area Forum
The forum was shown plans for the refurbishment of the Hutchinson Road play area, 
funded from S.106 monies. The Friends of Heritage Green explained that they were 
awaiting a decision on their application for Village Green status. A presentation was given 
to the forum by Bury Archaeological Group and concerns were raised about a proposed 
development at Bamford Hall.

Sparth Area Forum
Updates were given around the Town Centre GenR8 Scheme and the River Re-opening. 
Planning issues were discussed as were S.106 funding, re-cycling and environmental 
issues.

Spotland and Falinge Area Forum
The forum received an update about the new Neighbourhood Forum, and updates in 
relation to section 106 developments.  There were discussions regarding the Shawfield 
Turbine and some concerns about the proposed Skate Park.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Chair – Rochdale Township Committee

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township Committee


